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INTRODUCTION - Consistent with Council on Environmental Quality regulations
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA), Bureau of
Reclamation (Reclamation), intends to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) related
to proposed modification of existing ahocations of Central Arizona Project (CAP) water. We are
requesting public input regarding the range of alternatives being considered and scope of issues
and impacts that should be addressed in the EIS. This information sheet has been prepared to
provide background information regarding the proposed action and alternatives that are currently
being considered for inclusion in the EIS.

BACKGROUND - The CAP was authorized as part of the Colorado River Basin Project Act of
1968 (Public Law 90-537). The CAP is a multi-purpose water project which develops water for
municipal and industrial (M&I) use, as well as non-Indian agricultural (NIA) and Indian uses, in
centraI and southern Arizona. The CAP delivers Arizona’s Colorado River water through a
system of pumping plants, aqueducts, dams and reservoirs.

In 1982, the Department of the Interior, through Reclamation, prepared an EIS to address the
potential impacts associated with the allocation of CAP water for use by M&I water users, NIA-
users, and Indian tribes (Water Allocations and Water Service Contracting EIS, INT FES-82-7,
filed March 19,1982/Record of Decision, dated February 10,1983). The Secretary of the
Interior (Secretary) published his final decision regarding CAP water allocations 2 on March 24,
1983 (48 FR 12446). In that notice, the Secretary allocated 638,823 acre-feet (AF) of CAP water
per year for use by M&I users, and 309,828 AF of CAP water per year for use by Indian users.
The CAP water supplies remaining after the M&I and Indian entities used their entitlements were
allocated for use by NIA users on a percentage basis. Each of 23 NIA water users’ CAP water
allotment was stated as a percentage of the total available NIA supply, based upon CAP eligible
acres of the agricultural users after adjusting to reflect any available surface water supplies.

Several actions have been taken since 1983 that changed the amounts allocated to both the M&I
and Indian water use categories. The amount of water allocated for tribal use has increased as a
result of several water settlements. In 1985, the United States secured Colorado River water
entitlement from the Yuma Mesa Division of the Gila Project, in the Yuma area, for use in a

‘Due to an oversight, CAP water allocatedfor use by New Magma Irrigation and Drainage District,
considered to be relinquished through bankruptcy proceedings, was not characterized as such in the original
information packeL This revised version corrects thaf oversight.

-
‘All allocations are annual quantities.
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